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B.R. Forbes is a historian and
storyteller committed to
illuminating Scotland's rich,
intricate past and the people
who shaped it.

Forbes: A Story of Scotland

The epic tale of how a small Gaelic clan endured bloody feuds, religious
clashes, and political intrigue to shape the destiny of Scotland — told in the
voices of the people who lived it, from their own letters, memoirs, and
testimony.

Meticulously researched and vividly told, Forbes: A Story of Scotland gives voice to
the correspondence, diaries, and firsthand accounts of the age to follow one clan's
entanglements with the Stuarts, Douglases, Setons, Gordons, Leslies, Lindsays,
MacDonalds, MacLeods, and the other great houses of Scotland. Through the
triumphs, tragedies, and bold decisions of the Forbeses readers witness the Wars
of Independence, the turmoil of the Reformation, the rise and fall of the Stuart
monarchs, and the charged atmosphere of rebellion and union. The emotional
climax arrives in 1745, when two Forbes cousins find themselves on opposite sides
of the rebellion that would decide Scotland's fate. Their divided loyalties, and the
consequences that followed, still echo through Scottish memory and identity to
this day.

Why This Book

This is a story of a family — one that shaped and was shaped by the history of a
small nation whose fault lines of faith, crown, and loyalty would go on to reshape
Britain itself.

Out of a tangled skein of characters, the author pulls out one thread of a single
family that illuminates the loyalties and motivations of the players.

General readers will grasp the flow of events that moved inexorably from the
eatliest Picts to the Gaelic clans to feudal Normans that created Scotland.

Scholars will gain insight into how personal religious beliefs roiled national politics,
how loyalist landowners paid for rebellion, and how the notions of "Lowlandet"
versus "Highlander" disintegrate in the facts of rebellion.

Professional Review
Lucas North, Reedsy Discovery

“The integration of Forbes bistory with broader Scottish bistory is especially well done, keeping
the narrative focused and adding clarity and humanity to the larger events described.”

“... 1 felt like I was moving steadily through Scottish bistory with Clan Forbes as the guide.”
“... this is a great book_for anyone interested in Scottish history, especially the powerful clans.”

Author

B.R. Forbes has been a member of the Clan Forbes Society since 1987 and has
spent the past twelve years researching the clan's history and its wotldwide
diaspora. For the last eight years, he has served as the Society's president —
putting him in direct contact with the family's historians and chiefs, including
Malcolm, Lord Forbes; Alexander Forbes of Druminnor Castle; and Jamie, Lord
Sempill, grandson of Craigievar Castle's last private owner. Drawing on their
recollections alongside charters, letters, and archival records, Forbes has separated
documented history from legend across four centuries of the family's story.
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